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sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, in the works of art
of that period. From a picture such as Verrochio's
Colkoni, or from the architecture of palace or cathedral
the girls were led to ponder over the ideals of Renaissance
or Reformation, or of the France of Louis XTV. They
drew an interesting comparison between the Courtier
of Castiglioni and some of the Caracthts of La Bruy&re.
Uhonnete homme had little appeal for them, but they
were attracted by the portrait of the Frenchwoman as she
is revealed in the letters of Madame de Sevigne and
Madame de Maintenon. It is significant that die girls
soon found the enthusiasm of their young teacher some-
what overwhelming, and asked for more leisure to read and
to think for themselves, more initiative to plan their own
discussions, whereas in recording this fact the mistress
. unconsciously gives a glimpse of the perfect intercourse
she had established with her pupils by her readiness to
meet their every need.1
From the Chronicle of St. Adelheid's,2 a new school and
therefore perhaps all the more ready to give utterance to
the experiences of its fourteen years of existence, one may
leam many details which seem to prove that the Society of
the Sacred Heart has found little difficulty in adapting itself
to all that is best in the educational movement in Germany,
while preserving intact the essentials of its tradition.
Indeed, the new foundation at Piitzchen, modern in build-
ing and equipment, seems to have presented from the first
the appearance of a school with a tradition all its own.
Recruited from the children or friends of past pupils of
Blumenthal, Riedenburg, or other houses of the Society of
the Sacred Heart, who had long kept up in various centres
1 Op. cit, p. 10.
* Cbromk von St. AtUIbeul> privately printed and appearing once a year.